
PERSONAL. POLITICAL. PROVOCATIVE. 
AD-FREE. 

The Sun Magazine 



The Sun is an independent, ad-free monthly 
magazine that for nearly forty years has used 

words and photographs to invoke the 
splendor and heartache of being human. The 

Sun celebrates life, but not in a way that 
ignores its complexity. The personal essays, 

short stories, interviews, poetry, and 
photographs that appear in its pages explore 

the challenges we face and the moments 
when we rise to meet those challenges. 

“The Sun, with its superb photographs, is the only magazine that I sit down and read as soon as it 
arrives. It’s full of people like a Globe Theatre; it’s nourishing like a field of pumpkins; it’s like a 
grandfather who talks to total strangers.” 
 
Robert Bly, poet 

“Your magazine has shown me that I am not alone. You 
show the beauty, the wonder, and the dirty truth of the 

human spirit.” 
 

Bridget Willey, Sun reader 



The Sun publishes the work of emerging and established artists striving to be     
thoughtful and authentic.  

 

Writing from The Sun has: 
Won the Pushcart Prize 

Published in Best American Short Stories  
Published in Best American Essays 
Broadcast on National Public Radio 

 

The Sun has attempted:  
To marry the personal and political 

To honor the genuine and the spiritual  
To see what kind of roommates beauty and truth can be  

To show that powerful teaching can be found in the lives of ordinary people 



Organization and Layout 

Content and Design 

Editor and Publisher 
Sy Safransky 

 
Editor of his junior-high 

newspaper, his high-school 
newspaper, and his college 

newspaper.  
 

He earned a master’s 
degree in journalism from 
Columbia University, then 

worked as a newspaper 
reporter until he discovered 
that the real news is what 

connects us.  
 

Miraculously, the magazine 
he founded in 1974 survives 
to this day, but in heaven 
things sometimes turn out 

that way. 



Departments 

The Sun Interview 

Essays, Memoirs, & True Stories 

Fiction 

Poetry 

The Dog-Eared Page 

Readers Write 



The Dog-Eared Page 

The Sun Interview 



Essays, Memoirs, and True Stories 

Fiction 

Poetry 

Sunbeams 



Readers Write 
 Telling the Truth 

 Neighbors 

 Hiding Places 

 Second Chances 

 Gambling 

 Keepsakes 

 Being Alone 

 Cash 

 Speaking Up 

 Security 

 Never Again 



 
From the Editor:  
 

Sy Safransky’s Notebook 



Photographic Essay 




